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doors of the shrine are kept shut for three days. On
the fourth day the doors are opened, the coagulated
mass of blood, grain, and gram is carefully washed,
and the grain and gram are separated on the ground
behind the shrine, in order to see which of the various
kinds of grain has sprouted. All the ryots eagerly
assemble to watch the result, and whichever is found
to have sprouted, is regarded as marked out by the
goddess as the right kind of grain to sow that year.
This method of determining which crop to sow is
common in both the Godavari and Masulipatam districts.
In these sacrifices to Nukalamrna, too, the application
of the blood is specially noticeable. As soon as the
victim is killed, a small quantity of the blood is smeared
on the sides of the door-posts of the shrine; the
deputy-pujan dips his finger in the blood and applies it
to his forehead; then all the other people present
do the same; and afterwards some boiled rice and some
turmeric powder are mixed with the blood, and a little
of the mixture is sprinkled on the head of the Madiga
who holds the basin to catch the blood.
When an epidemic of cholera breaks out, another
goddess, called Maridiamma, is installed in the place of
the Nukalamma. A log of margosa wood, about three
feet high and six inches in diameter, is cut and roughly
carved at the top into the shape of a head, and then
fixed in the ground with a pandal of leaves and cloths
over it. Then the procession of the earthen pot half
filled with buttermilk and rice is conducted, very much
in the same way as at Masulipatam,1 every day till the
epidemic subsides. After that, some ten or twelve
small carts are made, about six feet square, with three
pointed stakes standing up on each side, on which live
animals are impaled, as in other parts of the Telugu
country.2 The carts are partly filled with boiled rice
and curry stuff prepared at the shrine, the Mood of the
victims sacrificed being poured over the rice. I was
told that live animals were only impaled if a cart did
* See p. 62 above,         * See p, 58 above.